RED LIGHT
DISTRICT
WALK

Length of This Walk: Allow two hours, _
Photography: Consider leaving vour phone ar camera in your bag,

Don't take photos of women in windows—even with an in-
conspicuous phone camera—or & .lin:LF]lﬁ' bouncer may '-I.iT[“‘-'E‘lT
from out of nowhere to 1},“_-51:]:,,- cip it trom your hands, In this
distriet, tuking even seemingly harmless photos of ordinary
people is frowned upon by privacy-loving locals. On the other
hand, taking photos of laindmarks like the O1d Churel and
wide shots of distant red lights from the bridges is certainly
OK. Remember that a camern is 2 prime target in this high-
thelt area,

When to Go: The best times to visit are afternoons and early cve-

safety: Coming here 5 asking for

nings. Mornings are dead, but are also when you see maore
passed-out-drunk-in-a-doorway  sa

seenes. Avoid late nighes (after
about 22:300, when the tourises
disappear and the area gets creepy.
Earlier in the evening, the streets
start filling with tourises, and the
armospliere feels sate, even festive,

trouble, but il you're on the ball
and smart, you'll find thar it
quite safe, The neighborhood is
slowly mentrifying, with trendy
restaurants and boutiques. There
are plenty of police on horseback
keeping things orderly, and plenty of other ou-of-town tour-
ists. Bur there are also plenty of rowdy drunks, drug-pushing
lowlifes, con artists, and pickpockets, Assume any fight or
Ccommotion is a 1:]1:}' tir distract innocent victims who are about
o lose their wallets, As always, wear your money belt, #ip up
vour valuables, and keep a low profile. '




The Walk Begins

w Start an Dam Sfrlm.r.l‘f_'. Face the big, famcy Cevand Hore! K_?'{u'milﬂﬂfa'ﬁ_v.
Tb the left of the botel seretches the long strect called. .

©® Warmoesstraat

You're walking along one of the city’s oldest streets. It's the tra-
ditional border of the neighborhood tourists eall the Red Light
Districe.

= Char firse stope i the seall sbop with the large, yeflow teiangle sign,
abont 100 yards dewst on the vight ar #141.

@ Condomerie

Located ar the entrance to the
Red Light District, this is the
]'.ur.:rﬁ,'i:[ ],ﬂscc 0 get prﬁ:p:!l‘cd.
Besides selling an amazing vari-
ety of condoms, this shop has @
knack for entertainment, work-
ing to make their front window
display appropriate to the sea-
son. A three-ring notehook on
the counter shows off all the inventory.

« From heve, pass the two little street barvicades with cute veed fphes
arowd them and enter the traffie=free wordd ofl..

@ De Wallen

Amsterdammers call this aren De Wallen (“The Walls™), after the
ald retaining walls that once stood here. [t's the oldest part of town,
with the oldest church. It grew up between the harbor and Dam
Square, where the city was born. Amsterdam wis a port town, lo-
cated where the river met the sea. The city traded in all kinds of



oods, inclading things popular with sailors and businessmen away
from home—like sex and drugs,

According ro legend, Quentin Tarantine holed up at the Win-
ston Hotel for three manths in 1993 to write Pulp Fiction (you'll
pass the hotel on your right, at #129). As you get deeper into the
neighborhood, you'll see that the area attracts many out-of-town-
ers, especially Brirs. "Lhey catch cheap flights here for “stag” (bach-
elor} parties or just a wikd weekend—and the money-savvy Dutch
secommedate them with Trish pubs and football matches on TVs
in the bars,

Pause at the intersection with a small streer called Wijde
Rerksteeg, which leads to the Old Church. Standing here, you may
see gay-pride flags (rainbow colors) or S&M flags (black and blue
with a heart). Also notice the security cameras and modern light-
ing. Freedom reigns in this quarter—under the watchful eye of the
two neighborhood police departments,

* Lontinue down Warmoeirtraat a few move steps. Aé #97 is the...

O Elements of Nature Smartshop

This “smartshop” is a litle grocery store of mind-bending natural
ingredients, Like the city's other smmartshops, 1'% a clean, well-Tit,
lully professional retail outlet that sells powerful drugs, many of
which are illegal in America. Products are clearly marked with
jrices, briet deseriptions, ingredients, and effeces. The knowledge-
ible salespeople can give you more information on their *100 per-
cent natural praduces thar play with the huyman senses.”

Their *natural”™ drugs include harmless nutrition boosters
tanch as royal jellyvl, harmiul but fumiliar tobaceo, and herbal ver-
sioes of popular dance-club drugs (such as herbal Ecstasy). Mari-
[ seeds, however, are the big sellers. You'll also see mind-hend-
i truffles, a recent trend that caught on after the EU forbade
the retailing of hallucinogenic mushrooms. {Trufles grow under-
pround—so they're technically not mushrooms.)

Still, my fellow travelers, caveat emptor! We've grown used to
thinking, “Ir it's legal, it must be safe, If it's not, 1] sue Though
perlectly legal and aboveboard in the Netherlands, some of these
sbstanees can cavse powerful, often unpleasant reacrions.

* Continue @ bit farther down Warmeesstraat, te an avea filled with
-clfed.,

© Sex Shops

N few steps down Warmoessteaar, at #89, is Mr. B's Leather and
Rubber Land, proudly flying an S&M flag. This place takes macho
to-painful—and what scems like anatomically impossible—ex-
temies, (Ouchl) Downstairs, you'll find some irresistible deals on
whips and masks, Nearby {ar #93 and #96), notice the very low-
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profile entrances to seversl men-
only leather bars, with their
Black doors and windows, These
places come with a bar, a dance
Hoor, and a dark back room.

Throughour  the  district,
various sex-shop retail outlers
deal in erotic puraphernalia (dil-
dos, S8M starter kits, kinky
migazines)  and  offer  video
hooths with porn films, charging by the minute. While Amster-
durn is notorious for its Red Lighe Disteice, even small Dutch towns
aften have a sex shop and a brothel to satisfy their citizens’ needs.
« Rackivack a fiis steps o the Intevsection, and bead down Wijde Kerk-
steey to the Ofd Church. Pawie at the base of the impressive tower.

@ Old Church (Oude Kerk)

As the name implies, this was the medieval city’s original church.
Returning from a long sea voyage, sailors of yore would spy the
steeple of the Old Chureh on the Borizon and know they were
home, Having returned safely, they'd come here to give thanks
to St, Nicholas—the patron saint of this church, of scafarers, of
Christmas, and of the city of Amsterdam.

Church construction hegin in the eardy 12005—starting with
a humble wooden chapel that expanded into a stone structure by
the time it was conseerated in 1306, It was added onto in fits and
srares for the next 200 years—as is apparent in the building's many
wangly parts. Then, in the 15th century, Amsterdam built the New
Church {Nicuwe Kerk) on Dam Square, But the Old Church still
had the tallest spire, the biggest organ, and the most side-altars,
and remained rhe city’s center of activiry, bustling inside and out
with merchancs and streer markets,

The tower is 290 feee high, with an octagonal steeple atop 4
bell tower (you can pay to climb to the top). This tower served as
the model for many other Dutch steeples. The carillon has 47 bells,
which can chime mechanically ar be played by one of Amsterdam’s
three aofficial carillonneurs,

Circle to the right to the church entrance. While the church
is historic, there's not much to see inside other than 2,500 grave-
stones in the floor (the most famous is for Rembrandt's wife,
Saskia). lts stark plainness stems From the religious wars of the
loth century: Protestants gutted this Catholic church, smashing
windows and removing politically incorrect statues they considered
“rraven images.” One renowned girl threw her shoe ar the Vieging
stutue. (Striet Calvinists at one point even removed the organ as 4
senseless luxury, until they found they couldn't stay on key sing:



ing hymns withour it Atop the brass choir
screen, an inseription [f mishrapk in Goder. )
commemorates the conoclasm: “The [alse
practices introduced into God's church were
undone here in 15787

The church, permanently stripped of
“pope-ish” decoration, was transformed from
Catholic to Dl Reformed, “St. Nicholas”
was dropped from the naume, and it became
known by the nickname everyone called it
anyway—the Old Chuarch,

Mowadays, the chureh is the holy needle
around which the unholy Red Light Districe
sping, Lhis marks the neighborhood’s most
dense concentratinn of prostitution,

Back outside, explore around the riglt side of the church.
You'll see a statue, dedicited o the Unknown Prostiture. She's

= nicknamed Belle, and the statie hon-
ors “sex workers around the world.”
Also pearby, you might trip over a
bronee bresst sculpred into the pave-
ment, being groped by bronze hands,

Atrached o the church like bar-
niacles wre small buildings, These were
originally used as homes for priests,
church offices, or rental onits, The
house to the right of the entrance {at
#25) is very tinp—32 feet by 8 feet,
(An elderly lady lives in the house at
#19 wnd doesn't like towrists, so be dis-
creet.)

'The green metal structure over by the canal is a public urinal.
I offers just enough privacy. This one gews a lot of use, ity trucks
circulate around town on a regular basis, suds-ing them deowwn.

Consider that, on average, about 12 people drown in Amster
dam every year, When tound, most of them turn out to be men
with their zippers down, It's non bard 0 imagine the scene: Some
wuy is drounk as a skunk at 3 a0, goes to the edge of the canal t
take a pec..and falls in,
= Fraam the nrinal, go o bal{=lack wowth along the canal towward the..,

@ Bulldog Café Coffeeshop
The Bulldog claims w be Amsterdam’s very first marijuana cof
feeshop, established here in 1975, Mow there’s a chain of Bulldogs
around the city. At “coffeeshops™ like this one, cusiomers st

the transaction by asking the bartender, "Can T see the cannabl



Red Light District Walk 127

menu?” (As its illegal to advertise marijua-
na, buyers muost sk to see a list of what's for
sile.) Then the bartender pulls out a display
case with different varieties of weed, sold
in baggies or prerolled joints, 1t's all cleary
priced, and available cither to-po or to smoke
on the premises, You'll see people at the
Bulldog enjoving & joint while they sip a beer
or a Cole,

As coffeeshops go, the Bulldog is con-
sidered pretey wuristy. The staff is unintimi-
dﬂting, lhnup;h, and timid Arst-timers are
puided through the process. Connoisseurs,
however, secl out smaller places wich better-
nuality pot, While the Bulldog caters to a young crowd, other cof-
teeshops play Donovan and target an older, mellower clicnrele,

Ahe political winds regarding cannabis are always shifting,
Some Dutch leaders propose forbidding sales o nonresidents,
hoping to discourage Furopean drug dealers from driving over
the Duteh border to buy large quantitics of pot to sell illegally in
their home countries, However, such a law would be devastating
tor Duteh businesses, which depend on su-of-towners, Many Am-
sterdam politicians favor keeping pot legal—for the sike of busi-
ness and to prevent legal cannahis sales from moving to the black
ket (with its attendant street erime),

[Far more on the Duteh approach o por and how coffeeshops

wirl, see the Smnking chapter.
« Tie to dive inte the beart of the Red Light Districi—uwe've right
armend the corier fram one of the neighborfood s main streets for fegal
fraiditation. O fhe other side .'flr"!rﬁe H.ln"fdag, fo the ﬁEﬁ, siart with the
mieray abfeyray called... ]

0 Dollebegijnensteeg

Vou're right in the thick of high-densi-
fv prostitution, Remember: Don't take
g pictures, and watch for pickpock-
o i erowds jostle together. If you dn
birh these things, you'll be fine.

As you pass window after window
of women in panties and bras, notice
hine chey wink at the horny men, rap
oi the window to attract attention,
text their friends, or look disdainfully
it sightseers, You can take vour time
liwre and then explore deeper (or you




ean hurry to the end of the block and turn right to return to the
(d Church).

s Return fo the Ofd Church and stavt fo civcle the chureh clockuwise,
Aronnd the back, you'll see afder, Jll}f:m:p:'r fand cheaper prostiufes. in
the same avea, at Fnpe Kerbsieeg 3, 0 the...

© Prostitution Information Center (PIC)
This information center cxists solely to demystify prostitution, giv-
ing visitors matter-of-fact information on how the trade works and
whitt it's like to be a sex worker, It doles out
pamphlets, books, condoms, T-shirts, and
other offheat souvenirs, and offers walking
pomrs (see “Orientation,” earlier, for details)
They have a map showing exactly where
prostitution is legal, and sell 2 smull, frank
booklet answering the most common ques-
tions tourists have abour Amsterdam’s Red
Light District. The center also offers a one-
to-one workshop, tor women only, on what
Lit's like to be a sex worker in Amsterdam
{must be hooked in advance),

Mearby is a room-rental office {labeled
Kamerverhunrbedriit). Prostitutes come here
to rent window space and bedrooms to use for their work, The office
also sells work supplics—condoms by the cise, toiler tissue, and
lubricants, This office does not arrange sex. The women who rent
space from this business are self-employed and negotiate directly
with their customers,

In return for their rental fees, prostitutes get seeority, The
rental office provides constant video surveillance. (You may see
small cameras and orange alarm lights above many windows.) 1f
prostitutes have any trouble, they press a buzzer that swiftly calls
a burly houncer or the police, The ares sure looks rough, but aside
from tricky pickpockets these streers are actually precry safe.

* Continue cireling clockwise avound the church, Amid prostitutes in
windgews, find the white brick huitding on the ieft ar Ohudekerksplein 8.
This is the..,

@ Princess Juliana Daycare
De Wallen is also a residential neighborhood, where ordinary viti-

zens go about their daily lives. OF course, locals need someplace

to send their kids, The Princess Juliana Dayeare s for newborns
to four-year-olds. It was built in the 1970s, when the idea was o
mix all dimensions of society together, absorbing the seedy into the
decent. 1 don't know about you, but this location would be a tough
sell where | come from,

|
|
|
|




= Thrn feft at the caniad and candine novih along..

@ Oudezijds Voorburgwal and Pill Bridge

Pause at Pill Bridge and enjoy the canal and all the old buildings
with their charming gables, Back in the 19705, this bridge was
nicknamed for the retail items sold by the seedy guys who used to
hang out here. Now it's a pleasant place for a photo op.

= Just past the bridge, o Oudezijds Voorburgwal 38, is one of the city’s
mrost wartfaehile muscums.,

@ Amstelkring Museum

(Our Lord in the Attic Church)

With its triangular gable, this building looks like just another
townhouse, But inside, it holds a scerct—a small, Tavishly deco-
rated place of worship hidden in the artic. Although Amsterdam
has long been known for its tolerance, back in the 16th and 17th
centuries there was one group they kept in the closer—Catholics,
(For more, [ see the Amstelkring Museam Tour chapter.)

As we stroll up the canal, remember that this neighborhood
is Amsterdam’s oldest, It sits on formerdy murshy land thar was re-
claimed by diking off the sea’s tidal surge. That location gave Am-
sterdam's merchants easy aceess to both river trade and the North
Sea. By the 13005, Amsterdam was booming,
= Mear the next bridge, on your left at 314, ivan old brick building with
red shudiers.

® Historical Building
This building dates from that very cra—around 1580. Ar the time
of its construction, Amsterdam’s citizens were rising up in revolt to
thraw out their Spanish rulers. Now free to govern themsclves, 4
group of encrgetic businessmen turned the clry into a sea-trading
hub. By 1600, brave Dutch sailors were rnvrhng as fur as Adfri-
ca, America, and Asia, They returned with
shiploads of exotic goods to sell to the rest
of Europe.

Mext to the red door, notice the label:
“Leger des Heils"—that’s “Sulvation Army.”
There was a time when this was a bastion of
compassion and hope for the desperate peo-
ple whe littered these streers. By the canal
is a statue of Major Alida Bosshardi—a 5al-
vation Army officer who worked tirelessly
in the Red Light District in the mid-20th
century.

The part of the canal we're walking
along now is known as “Lictle Venice” (2




term used Europe-wide for any charming neighborhood with ca-
malside houses). Hounses rise direetly from the warer here, with no
quays or streets. Like Venice, the ¢ity was buile in @ marshy delta
area, on millions of pilings. And, like Venice, it grew rich on sea
trade,

= A the end t?f.":".' canal (where same sice padde stames are embedded in
o wwalll, continue sevaight up o small inclined lane calfed Sing Ofofisteeg.
Viw're ascending the I.&wre'rraw sea dike (Zeedifh) that prevents this
neighbarbood from being inundated by Nevth Sea fidal surges, At the
tapy furn left and wald aleny the street calied Zeedifh, Go abour 100
1u'mr.T to the end of the Black, wobere it apens up to an...

0 Old Harbor View and Old Wooden House

As you survey the urban scene of today’s Dameak and Centraal
Station, imagine the scene as it Jooked in the 16005, What today is
mostly conerete was once the city's harbor. Boats sailed in and out
of the harbor through an opening located where the train station
sits now (on reclabmed land). From there, ships could sail along the
I] River out to the North Sea,

The: old wooden house near here (ar Zeedijk 1, now a café) was |
onece a tavern, sicting right ae whist was then the warer's edge.

It was a bustling port. Amsterdam became home to the Duteh
Fast India Company, the world's first multinational CoOTporation.
Cioods from all over the world Sowed into this harbor, where cargo
was then transferred to smaller river-trade boats that sailed up the
Amstel to Europe’s interior, The city grew wealthier and lerger, ex-
panding beyond De Wallen to new neighborhoods to the west and
suuth. In its Golden Age, Amsterdam was perhaps the wealthiest
city en earth, konown as the “warchouse of the world.”

Picture a ship tying up in the harbor. The crew has just re-
turned home from @ two-year voyage to Bali, They're bringing
heme fabulous wealth—cerates and crates of spices, coffee, and silk.
Sailors are celebrating their homecoming, spilling onto Zeedijk,
Here they'll be greeted by swinging ladies swinging red lanterns,
Their first stop might be nearby St. Olaf’s ._]h,‘p._] to say a prayer of
thanks—or perhaps they'll head straight to this tavern ar Zeedijk 1
and drop anchor for s good Duteh beer, Ahl-hl!

* Hut opr forney continies o Backivack along the same street, to the
rrest af @ ridge, on..,

B Zeedijk

You're standing at about sea level. 1 you look down at the canal-
side lanes, you'll see how much below sea level Amsterdam gener-
ally is. The waterway below you is part of the city's system of locks:
Ehnee a diy a worker opens up the box at the fur end of the bridge,
on the right, and presses a button, The locks open, and the tides



Aush out the cit’s cunals, Look down—il the gate is open, vou
might see water flowing in or out,

Zeedijk street runs along the top of the sea dike, I also con-
nected the harhor, bustling wich ocean-going ships, with De Wal-
len. ——

I the carly 16005, Zeedijk
wis thriving with overseas rrade,
But Amsterdam would soon lose
its maritime supremacy m Eng-
land and France, and by mid-
century, its tracling ships and
economy had been destroyed by
wirs with these rivals, The city
remained culturally vibrant, and
banking flourished—but withour all the ships, De Wallen never
really recovered. For centuries, the area languished as Amsterdam’s
grimy old sailors’ quarter,

But as you continue down Zeedijk and around the bend, you
can sce that the area has become fairly gentrified, Residents enjoya
mix of ethnic restanrants—Thai and Portuguese, for exemple—and
s like the Queen's Head (at #20, on the right) that draw a gay
clientele, The apartment building at #30 (on the right} is new, built
in “MIIM" (1998),

Back in the 1960s, it was a whole different story, Amsterdam
wats the world capital of experimental lifestyles, a wide-open city
of sex and drgs, By the 19705, Zeedijk had become unbelicvably
sleazy. When 1 made my first trip here, this streer was nicknamed
“Heroin Alley.” Thousands of hard-drog addicts wandered the
neighborhood and squatted in old buildings. “Pill Bridge” {which
we passed earlier) became “Needle Bridge” It was a scene with
lietle else besides sex, hard drugs, and wandering lonely souls, The
arei was @ no-man’s-land of junkics fighting among themselves,
and the police just kepr their distance.

But locals longed to take back this historic corner of their
city and got to work. First, they legalized marijuana and allowed
“coffecshops” to sell small quantities. Then they eracked down on
hard drugs—heroin, cocaine, and pills, Alinost overnight, the il
licit drug trade dropped dezmatically, Dealers got stiff sentences,
Addicts gor treatment. Four decades Later, the policy seems to have
worked. Pot smoking has not gone up, hard drug use is down, and
Zeedijlk belongs to the people of Amsterdam once again. ]
« Pasise et #63, on the fefl,

@ Café 't Mandje
This is one of Furope’s fiest gay bars. 1t opeoed in 1927, closed i
1985, and is now a working bar once again. It stands as a memoriil




Social Control

e Wallen has pionserad the Dutch concept of “social con-
trel” In Holland, neighlorhood security doesn't come fram
just the palice, but from neighbors looking out for each an-
ather, If Geert doesn'l buy bread for two days, the baker asks
arcund iF anyone's sean him, An elderly man feels safe in his
home, knowing he's being watched over by the prostitutes
next door, Unlike many big cities, there's no chance that any-
one here could die or be in treuble and go unnoticed. Yideo-
surveillance cameras keep an eye on the strests. So do pros-
titutes, who buzz for help if they spot trouble, As you stroll,
wiatch the men who watch the women who watch out for their
neighbors—"secial control,”

tor the woman who ran it during ies heyday in the 19505 and "60s
lier van Beeren, "Queen of Zeedijk.” Bet was o lesbian, and her
bar l.jec-:une a hngoue for gay people, By TP

Ir =il is, though all are welcome. 1If
vin o inside for o drink, you'll enjoy
o tiny interior crammed with photos
and inemorabilia, Ber was the original
Jevedyke—you might see a picture
of her decked oue in leather, eruising
the streets on her motoreyele. NMeck-
tes hang fraom the ceiling, & reminder
of Bet's tradition of scissoring off cus-
foners Ties.

* This towr veers vight at the next intersec-
fiont (tear #80), dack {nso the beart of the
Wed Light Distvict, Foroa guick detonur,
bowever, you could continne strafght aboad for a peck into the focal Chi-
e, Otberoise, make the next vight and bead a few stepy dewn
warraie Kerte Stavmsteeg siveed, back to the canadside red lights, Then go
lef, wwalfing alang the left side of the canal,

Thp

U Oudezijds Achterburgwal

. F ] We're back in the glitey Red
Light District. This beautiful,
tree=lined canal is the heare of
this neighborhood’s  nighelife,
plaving host to most of the main
nightelubs, Stand here for a sec-
ond and take it all in. The streer
is lined with ladies in windows,
sex shops, sex museams, strip




clubs, and theaters where sex acts are perlormed before live audi-
[ TR

= Starit making yonr way dewn the itreet's lefi-band side, After aboue 30
yavds, pawse ai the small alfeyway called Boomsteeg,

@ Prostitute-Owned Windows and Bananenbar
Many of the prostitution windows near here (such as at Qudesijds
#17, #19, and #27, and along Boomsteeg) are run by a cooperative
of entreprencurial prostitutes called My Red Light. You may see
their for-rent signs, seeking prostitores who want to rent @ window
space. These women have banded together to create nice rooms for
their elients and good working conditions for themselves, such as a
lounge for sex workers berween shifts,

Continue a fow yards ahead, o #37 This popular nightclub
("Banana Bar™) has an crotic Art Nouveau facade that's Far classier
than what'’s offered inside. l‘m.qic:ﬂ]_p, this place is a strip club with
apeck For €60 you get admission Tor an hour, drinks included,
Undressed ladies serve the drinks, perched on the bar. Touching is
not allowed, but you can order a banana, and the lady will serve it
to your, any way vou like, For a full deseription, step inte the lobby,
= A ferw yarids father along, at Malensteay, cross the bridge to bead ta
the ather side of Oudenids Achtevburpwall Onee acvais the dridge, we'll
deren deft. Bt fivse, pascse andd fook to the right, Ae #54 is the

@ Erotic Museum

“Worta rip-off!" sald a drunk Brivish lout to his mates as he emerged
from the Erotic Museum. It eraphic sex you seek, this is not the
place. To put it bluntly, this museum is not very good (the Damrak
Sex Muscum on page 78 is better),

"This museum, however, does offer a peek at some of the sex
services found in the Red Light Districe. Besides the seli=pleasur-
ing hicycle girl in the lobby, displays include reconstructions of o
prostitute’s chambers, sex-shop windows, and videos of nightelub
sex shows (on the third foor). There's also the S8 room, where
S-mannequins torment Memannequins for their mutual pleasure,
 Fvom the bridge, turn left and walk souch along Oudezifds Achier
Durgrwad. Ar #60H is the..

@ Red Light Secrets Museum of Prostitution

Though overpriced, this museum is an earnest and mildly edu-
cational behind-the-scenes look at those women in the window,
You'll walk through a typical {tiny) room where prostitutes stand
at the window, and o typical (tiny) back room with a bed and sink
where the dirty deed takes place. There's a cheesy hot-tub room for
the high rallers, 4 11551:]:5}' of S&N 1_‘!:|.1:-.Lphl:1‘1‘r.1]i;s, and several vids
eos ghout daily life for prostitotes, Perhaps most thought provoks




ings a video giving you the point of view of @ sex worker as browsers
chieek you out, The place is small, and a visit takes about as long as
dtypacal session with a prostitute.

Farther dovwn Oudesijds Achterburgwal (at #78) is The Love
Boutique. Purt lingerie store, part soft-core sex shop, this plice
viters o all of your sensual needs.

- Comtinuing south, you'll pass two Casa Rosso franchises a block apart.
fhe favger, dined by I,f:-r'u.{' n":'lﬂ.ﬁm.l:s, is,..

I Theatre Casa Rosso

Ihis is the Red Light District’s best-known nightclub for live sex
hows, Unlike some strip clubs that deaw you in to rip you off with
lidhden charges, the Casa Kosso is a legitimate operation. Audi-
cice members pay asingle price that includes drinks and a show.
Fvening performances feature strippers, but the main event is
nitked preople on stage engaging in sex acts—some simulated, some
completely real (€40, €50 includes drinks, tickets cheaper online,
mghtly uneil 2:00 in the morning).

As you continue south along the canal, you gotta wonder,
Why does Amsterdam embrace prostitution and drugs? It's not |
that the Dutch are any more liberal in their attitudes—they aren't. |
Mey're simply more pragmatic, They've found thar when the sex
tde goes underground, you ger pimps, mobsters, and the spread
o STDs, When marijuans is illegal, you get drog dealers, ngs,
st violent turt wars. Their solution is to keep these markets legal
anid minimize problems through strict regulation.

* But encugh about sex. Let's tall about drugy, (Den't worry, our walk is
iy over.) Along the right side of the next block, you'll find four canna-
deredeted estaldichiments, stavting with the Cannalis Collere, ar #124,

i Cannabis College
s free, nonprofit public study center aims explain the pros and
e -:lmlmn-.l:]}r pros) of the industrial, medicinal, and recreational
ek of the green stuff ' - ’ Pe—
Yol can read about Prac- ;
Heal hemp produces, the
edical uses of marijuana,
ind - police  prosecution/
prisceution of  cannabis
isers. The pride and joy of
the college 5 downstairs.
For a €3 donation, you can
vkt the organic flowering
cannahis garden, The garden is small—ir fits the Duteh legal limit
b five plants per household. And if you've brought vour own pot,




they'll Tet vou try out their vaporizer, a device thar lets you inhale
without actually smoking, making it less dumaging to your lungs,
= Cartinue up the stveed fo #130, the...

@ Hemp Gallery

One ticket admits you to both the Hemp Gallery and the Hash,
Wlarijuana, and llr:mp Museum (described next), The gallery fo-

cuses mainly on extolling the wonders of industrial hemp, and isn't
as meaty as the small, earnestly educational museum. 1f you have
the patience to read its chorough displays, you'll learn pleaty about
how valuable the cannabis plant was to Holland during the Golden
Ape. The leafy, green canmebis plant was grown on large planta-
tions. The Abrous stalks (hemp) were made into rope and canvas for
ships, and even used to make elothing and lace,

« Mewt i onr fact stop at #1408, the..

@ Hash, Marijuana, and Hemp Museum
This museum treats marijuana like it deserves scholarly study, The
exhibits are quite extensive and interesting,

Certain strains of the can- e
nabis plant—particularly mature -
females of the species sativa and
imdica—contain the  psychoac-
tive alkaloid tetrahydrocannabi-
nal (THC) that makes you high.
The buds, Howers, and leaves
(marijuana) can be dried and
smoked. The brown sap/resind
pitch that oozes out of the leaves
(hashish, a.k.a. hash) can also be dried and smoked. Both pmdULL
effects ranging from euphoria to paranoi to the munchies,

Throughout history, various peoples have used cannabis as a
sacred ritual drug—from ancient Seythians and Hindus to modern
Mepalis and Afghanis, Modern Rastafirians, following a Bible-
based religion centered in Jamaica, smoke cannabis. Ta worship,
they get high, bob to reggae musie, and praise God, They love the
Bible verse (Genesis 1:11-12) that says God ereated "every herb”
and called them all “good.” All over Amsterdam, you'll see the
Rastafarian colors: preen, gold, and red, mon,

The museum’s highlight is the grow room, where you look
through windows at live cannabis [ﬂ.ml:a in various st.l;,\u of
growth, some as tall as | am. At a certain stage they're "sexed”
tor weed out the boring males and “selected” to prmll.m, the most
powerful strains, Your ticker includes a souvenir guidebook about
the exhibit and a fun photo op.

At the museum's exit you'll pass through the Sensi Seed Bank




Store, which sells weed seeds, how-
to books, and knickknacks geared o
FrOWETS,

« Wo'we reached the end of e tovr. Dam
Sqreare ir fust fwo Mocks away. Cantinwe
it fenw stepis farther wp the canad fo the big
and tusy Orde Daclen street. Look right,
ageed you'fl wee the Royal Paface on Dam
Square,

Congratulations

We've seen  Tot. We've pecked at lo-
cials=—from prostitutes o drog push-
ers to the ghosts of pioneer leshians to
politically active heads with green thumbs, Welve talked a bit of
histary, a little politics, and a lot of sleaze. Congratolations, You've
survived, Now, go back w your horel and ke a shower,




